An evaluation of low-dose cisplatin as part of combined modality therapy of limited small cell lung cancer.
Sixty-two patients with previously untreated limited stage small cell lung cancer were treated in a prospectively randomized trial comparing thoracic irradiation plus combination chemotherapy with VP-16-213, vincristine (Oncovin), cyclophosphamide, and Adriamycin (VOCA) or those same four drugs plus low-dose (40 mg/m2) cisplatin (VOCAP). The addition of the cisplatin in eight courses of planned chemotherapy did not significantly improve either time to tumor progression of survival or alter sites of disease progression. It did, however, worsen the degree and frequency of nausea, vomiting, and myelosuppression. We did not identify any benefit from the usage of low-dose cisplatin as employed in this study.